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C. O. D. at fees from 12 cents to 25 cents,
according" to values, to Money Order offices
only. For Money Order rates, see monet
order.
Foreign Mails. Letters from the United
States to Canada, Mexico, Cuba, Great Britain,
Spain, most of the countries of Central and
South America may be sent at the rate of 2
cents an ounce or fraction thereof. To all
other countries the rate is 5 cents an ounce
or fraction thereof. The weight limit to all
foreign countries except Canada is 4 pounds,
6 ounces; to Canada, 66 pounds.
Single postal cards to certain countries 1
cent each, double cards 2 cents; to certain
other countries single cards 2 cents, double
4	cents.
The postage rate on printed matter of all
kinds is 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction
thereof, with weight limit of 4 pounds, 6
ounces. The rate on commercial paper is
5	cents for the first 10 ounces or less, and 1
cent for each additional 2 ounces.    The rate
on samples of merchandise is 2 cents for the
first  4  ounces  or  less,   and   1  cent  for  each
additional   2   ounces.     The   registration   fee
to all foreign countries is 10 cents, in addi-
tion to postage.
Money Orders.  See monet okder.
Postal Savings Banks. See savings
banks, subhead Postal Savings Banks.
Canada. The Canadian postoffice system
is organized on the same plan as that in the
United States. There is a free delivery sys-
tem in the larger cities, and rural delivery,
begun in 1908, has developed rapidly. Money
orders are issued payable in Canada, any
part of the British possessions and the
United States and its possessions. The fees
range from five to twenty-five cents, accord-
ing to the amount of the order.
Other Countries. The first letter post was
established among the cities of the Hanseatic
League (which see). There was a postal
system in England in the time of Henry
VIII, and the present English system is the
outgrowth of that. The department is under
the direction of the Postmaster-General, who
is a member of the Privy Council and of the
Cabinet He is the only officer in the depart-
ment who resigns on a change of the gov-
ernment, all the others being under civil
service. The reorganization of the British
postal system which placed it on its present
basis was due to the efforts of Sir Rowland
Hill, the originator of the postage stamp.
The systems of all other European countries
are modeled after the British system.
POTASH, a compound of carbon dioxide
and potassium (potassium carbonate), used
as fertilizer and in making glass and soap.
 It occurs in plants and in some rocks. The
largest natural deposit in the world is in
the salt beds of Stassfurt, Germany. Sim-
ilar deposits have been found in Spain, Sicily,
and Eastern Russia. Before the World War
the United States alone exported from Ger-
many 250,000 tons of potash annually.
When the supply from this source was
cut off by the war, efforts were started to
procure potash from every available source,
and by the close of the war the United States
was producing 60,000 tons a year, one-third
of which amount was obtained from the al-
kaline lakes of Nebraska. Some was pro-
duced by ashing the sea kelp of California
and by leaching the green sands of New
Jersey; it was also obtained from Alabama
and Georgia shales; from the leucite de-
posits of Wyoming, from sugar beets and
wood scourings. It has been found that
potash can be extracted from the fumes of
blast furnaces—Portland cement plants and
pig iron furnaces—for potash occurs in iron
ore, coke and lime; and it is estimated that
enough potash can be recovered from this
source to meet the entire need of the nation.
POTASSIUM, potas'sium, a metallic
chemical element, widely distributed in na-
ture in combination with other substances,
in plants, rocks and soils. It has nowhere
been found in a free state in nature, and
must be separated by electrolysis. Pure po-
tassium is silvery white, is as soft as wax, and
is the lightest of all metals except lithium.
It has a strong affinity for oxygen, and in
contact with water causes combustion, as it
draws out the oxygen so rapidly as to gen-
erate enough heat to set the hydrogen afire.
It is unaffected by perfectly pure, dry air,
but in ordinary air becomes coated with a
film of potassium hydrate and carbonate.
Among the numerous compounds of potas-
sium are potassium carbonate, commercially
known as potash (which see); potassium
cyanide, a violent poison, used in photogra-
phy and as a reducing agent; potassium bi-
chromate, used in dyeing and in printing de-
signs of fabrics; potassium nitrate, made
by a double decomposition of sodium nitrate
and potassium chloride, used in medicine and
in the manufacture of gunpowder; and po-
tassium chlorate, which also is used in the
manufacture of explosives and in the arts
as an oxidizing agent.
POTATO, one of the most popular and
widely-used food plants in the world, be-

